[bookmark: _GoBack]Subject: Freedom of Information Request – Implantable Ports and Access Needles

Dear Freedom of Information Request Team,

We would like to understand the volume of implanted ports and access needles (as defined below) used within NHS organisations throughout the UK: 
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Implanted Port
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An implanted port is a totally implantable 

vascular access device made of two 

components: a reservoir with a self-

sealing septum, which is attached to a 

silicone catheter.  The port is usually 

placed subcutaneously on either the 

chest or the arm  
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Port Access Needle
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Implanted ports are accessed using a 

special non-coring (Huber) needle
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